
October 2018 Geneseo United Methodist Church 

From the Pastor 

It has been almost 50 years since I first picked up 

and read J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Lord of the Rings.” I’ve 

actually lost count of how many  mes I’ve read it, or 

watched the movies; reading the 3 volumes was once 

my summer treat in high school and college. And then 

there is the prequel: “The Silmarillion,” which I’ve read 

a few  mes.  

Tolkien is best known for those works, but his “day 

job,” was being a professor at Oxford. He was an 

etymologist, he studied/taught the history of words, 

their origins, and how their form and meaning changed 

over  me. It is in that capacity that I recently found out 

something I had never known about him; he coined a 

new word for use in studying and describing stories, 

specifically fairy-stories. It is eucatastrophe, it is a 

combina on of catastrophe (meaning a downward turn 

in one’s life) with the Greek prefix eu- (meaning “good,” 

as in eulogy, “a good word about someone”). In other 

words it means, ‘a good down turn.’ This is what 

Tolkien wrote about the need for the word: “Far more 

important is the Consola�on of the Happy Ending. 

Almost I would venture to assert that all complete fairy-

stories must have it. At least I would say that Tragedy is 

the true form of Drama, its highest func�on; but the 

opposite is true of Fairy-story. Since we do not appear 

to possess a word that expresses this opposite — I will 

call it Eucatastrophe. The eucatastrophic tale is the true 

form of fairy-tale, and its highest func�on.” (From his 
essay: “On Fairy-Stories”) 

Now you may be wondering what this has to do 
with a “pastor’s le7er,” and why am I bringing it up. 
Tolkien was a disciple of Jesus and in a le7er he wrote 
about this word, in it he said: “…the Resurrec�on was 

the greatest ‘eucatastrophe’ possible… and produces 

that essen�al emo�on: Chris�an joy which produces 

tears because it is qualita�vely so like sorrow, because 

it comes from those places where Joy and Sorrow are at 

one, reconciled…” (Emphasis added.) 

The 
Messenger 

From a spiritual perspec ve we had no hope of ever 
saving ourselves – but then God comes down as a man. 
Jesus was executed and laid in the tomb – then He rises 
from the grave in victory.  

Jesus’ death and resurrec on are the ul mate 
eucatastrophe – a good down turn in our lives.  In the 
gospels we are told how sorrowful and afraid the 
disciples were a;er Jesus’ crucifixion, but all of that 
changed in one moment.  According to John’s Gospel 
this is what happened: “On the evening of that first day 
of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 
 A;er he said this, he showed them his hands and side. 
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord.” (John 20:19-20) 

There was sorrow, and then there was joy; because 
God raised Jesus from the dead. 

That is the God we worship!  God can take our 
sorrows and fear, and in Christ alone, turn them into 
joy.  
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Our Mission and Outreach Commi7ee is embarking 
on a new, local approach for this ministry focus with the 
establishment of our Soup ‘n’ Sandwich once monthly 
luncheon. 

Last month in September, nine members of our 
community of faith held a “dry run,” as an introduc on 
to this new venture.  Planned to be offered to anyone in 
need, and free of charge, the second Saturday of each 
month will be our target dates for the remainder of this 
year (October 13th, November 10th, and December 
8th). 

Hopefully, some addi onal volunteers will make 
contact with Doug McCoy, chairman (766-5802), with 
their offer of help once every quarter, on a rota ng 
basis. 

The task simply is opening cans of soup for hea ng 
up, preparing sandwiches, making coffee, and seIng up 
the Fellowship Hall.  The expecta on is that 6-7 
volunteers for each month will do the trick for an easy-
to-do, enjoyable way to reach out to a needy public. 

Publicity is being distributed, but you are 
encouraged to spread this good news to those who may 
benefit from our new ministry program. 

 

Tidbits: News, One 
Bite at a Time 

Northwest Neighbor Outreach Center September 
dinner was prepared by Leah Vitale.  She was able to go 
with us to help serve the folks.  Thirty folks enjoyed the 
delicious zi , tossed salad and Italian bread.  Peggy 
Linton made cookies for dessert.  Thank-you Leah and 
Peggy!  Bill Lewis drove and Jerry Weaver and Lucille 
Kane went to help serve.  Our Mission and Outreach 
commi7ee budgets $250 for NWNOC every other 
month. 

Save the date, Tuesday, November 20th, to a7end a 
special Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service here at 
Geneseo UMC.  Make  me to express a special “thank 
you” for all of the blessings in your life.  The service will 
begin at 7:00 pm. 

An open le7er to the leaders and congrega on of 
the United Methodist Church of Geneseo. 

With special thanks to Paul Schmied, we at the 
InterFaith Center of Geneseo extend our deep and 
hearQelt gra tude for the financial gi; we recently 
received from your church.  Your presence in our 
community has been noted in so many posi ve ways 
over the years.  Nothing more tangible perhaps than 
the huge lawn sale of this past weekend, but also the 
large check we received. 

Individuals in your congrega on have stood out for 
their support of those in need and the strangers in our 
midst.  They speak highly of their faith experience in 
your church to other members of our village.  Your 
pastor is a highly respected man within a community of 
strong clergy. 

Your collec ve works speak volumes about how 
faith in ac on is your calling.  A prime example of this, 
of course, is your Parish Outreach Center.  And you 
have con nued over many years to give strong support 
to your IFC mission with college students.  You have 
provided strong leaders like Dawn (Merri7) and Ma7 
(Finch) and a very welcoming office within our facility. 

With your gi;, our very old building can receive 
some of the a7en on it sorely needs.  (The IFC was 
built in 1968 with much of the original s ll exis ng.)  
Specifically, we will be able to pay off the remainder of 
a loan for our new roof and turn our a7en on to 
fundraising for a new air-condi oning system. 

Our goal at the IFC con nues to be to provide a safe 
and welcoming environment for students and the wider 
community to worship, study, discuss, break bread 
together, and work towards making steps in their own 
faith journeys and in the social jus ce needs of God’s 
world. 

Blessings to all and again many thanks for your gi; 
and for who you are, 

Kathleen R. Jones 
InterFaith Center of Geneseo 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
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We have been made aware of a project to knit 
and/or crochet hats for veterans.  Now that the 
Veterans Outreach Center is coming to Livingston 
County, we thought we could make hats that could be 
given to veterans in Livingston County. 

We invite you--anyone who knits or crochets--to 
make one hat, or as many as you would like to make.  
Hooks and Needles has several totes of yarn and you are 
welcome to use it.  Contact Ginny Youtzy or Peggy Oltz 
to arrange picking out what you need or to let us know 
that you would like to take part in this project. 

No specific hat pa7ern is needed.  Use whatever 
pa7ern you prefer, or search the internet for one that 
you like. 

Hooks & Needles next gathering will be from 
1:30 pm un.l 3:00 or 3:30 pm on Tuesday, October 9, 
in the Wesley Room at Church.  Come join us while we 
work on prayer shawls, hats, and cra;s, crea ng items 
for others.  You can get yarn at that  me, if you want to 
wait un l then. 

Our other two fall mee ngs will be: 
November 13, and December 11. 

You can also contact Peggy or Ginny with any 
ques ons or sugges ons you have about our ministry, 
or to suggest the name of someone you would like to 
see receive a prayer shawl. 

Call or text Peggy at 585-443-0134. 
Call or text Ginny at 585-519-6193. 

Will you join us on October 9?  We would love to 
see you. 

Winter is coming, and with it, the annual UMW 
Holiday Bazaar, on Saturday, December 1st. 

We’d like to take a moment to thank all of our past 
Bazaar workers.  Our success depends on you, and 
you’ve done a great job!  We couldn’t have done it 
without you. 

A few of our long-term helpers would like to 
“re re,” so we have a couple of posi ons open.  We 
need someone to organize and sell the Book Room, and 
Granny’s AIc.  We will also gratefully accept helpers 
with our fresh greens arrangements (November 26-30), 
dona ons of baked goods (cookies, cakes, etc.), pantry 
items (jams, jellies, pickles, homemade candy, and such) 
and helpers in the Fellowship Hall on the day of the 
Bazaar. 

Keep December 1st open and 
donate your  me!  If you’d like to help 
out, contact Joan Herring at 243-4767. 

Genesee Valley District 
United Methodist Women 

2018 Annual Meeting 

Program: Tara Barnes 
Editor – Response Magazine 

Avon United Methodist Church  
Saturday, October 6, 2018 

9:30 – 1:00 pm 

All women of the Church are invited! 
Reservations can be made by 

contacting Linda Parnell at 245-1135 

Truth and Relevance 
Jesus said, "If you hold to My teaching, you are 

really My disciples. Then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free."  (John 8:31b-32 NIV) 

It is compara vely easy to be faithful if we do not 
care to be contemporary, and easy also to be 
contemporary if we do not bother to be faithful. It is 
the search for a combina on of truth and relevance 
which is exac ng. 

John R. W. Sto7 
in “Chris�an Mission in the Modern World” 
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year’s effort … and it all began with a Livingston 
sugges on that was to copy a sister church’s fund-
raising project to help that year’s budget shorQall.  (At 
the  me, Doug Harke had wri7en an ar cle for the 
Messenger indica ng that our budget was showing a 
deficit of $6,000.00 – and that’s what prompted the 
sugges on, followed by prayers from the body poli c.) 

Shirley names her love of family foremost, but she 
has always enjoyed gardening – both flowers and 

veggies, as well as counted cross s tch 
projects, with most of her completed 
pieces being given to members of her 
family. 

Her special delight is listening to classical 
music, especially piano concertos – and 
that is a great way to end this overview of 

Shirley!  She and her family donated the beau ful 
upright piano to our church several years ago, and 
which is now a part of classroom 2. 

Everyone is cordially invited to come and enjoy a 
special 90th birthday coffee hour in celebra on of our 
devoted and loving Shirley B. Livingston. 

The United Methodist Women’s group is 
recognizing one of its long-standing members – Shirley 
Livingston – during a special birthday coffee hour which 
has been planned for Sunday, October 14th at 9:30 am. 

At the honoree’s request, fancy cream puffs will be 
the highlight at the celebra on table, while our church 
family helps celebrate Shirley’s 90th birthday. 

In her professional career, she taught 5th grade 
intermi7ently in the Dansville school district, and when 
their five children were all in school, 
Shirley taught 4th and 5th grades at York 
Central School for 13 ½ years before her 
re rement. 

Shirley and her husband, Phil, agreed 
a;er their first visit to our church that this 
was where they wanted to worship!  Dr. Len Sweet’s 
messages, which Shirley described as “very spiritual,” 
was “just what I needed at that  me!” 

She served as the UMW president in the 1970’s and 
li;ed up three things that she recalls from her tenure as 
the UMW’s leader: 1) engaging a Habitat for Humanity 
speaker from Henrie7a to serve as the speaker at one 
of the group’s monthly mee ngs, and how Jim Gardner, 
our Wesley Fellowship’s leader at that  me, who, 
ul mately, led a college Wesley group to south Carolina 
during Spring break to work on a Habitat house, 2) the 
beginning of scheduling our UMW mee ng on Sunday 
mornings, and 3) Shirley’s increasing involvement with 
our School of Missions summer retreats.  She was an 
ac ve par cipant for many years and served as their 
Publicity Chairperson by wri ng ar cles for both The 
Spectrum, and for the Communicator. 

Her impression of the School of Missions was that 
the subject ma7er of those summer sessions were 
“tremendous learning experiences, “and o;en would 
highlight world events before they were openly brought 
to a public forum.  Her take on it was “our fellowship 
was precious.” 

Another major GUMC project which was brought to 
this church’s a7en on is the “150 Family Yard Sale” – a 
fund-raising idea suggested by Shirley and Phil, based 
on their experiences at a United Methodist church in 
Florida during their winter hiatus in the sunny south. 

This past August 25th, our 24th annual yard sale 
provided our budget with $34,000.00 of profit from this 

Special Coffee HourSpecial Coffee HourSpecial Coffee HourSpecial Coffee Hour    
(Look Who’s Celebrating Her 90th! Birth(Look Who’s Celebrating Her 90th! Birth(Look Who’s Celebrating Her 90th! Birth(Look Who’s Celebrating Her 90th! Birthday!)day!)day!)day!)    

Ecumenical Book Review 
October’s Ecumenical Book Review, on October 

4th, features New York Times best-seller, “Killers of the 

Flower Moon, The Osage Murders and the Birth of the 

FBI,” by David Grann, and reviewed by Rev. Tom Taylor. 

“In 1920s Oklahoma, many members of the oil-
wealthy Osage Na on were dying un mely and 
suspicious deaths. The widespread crimes against the 
Osage and the inability to iden fy those responsible led 
to the establishment of what is now known as the FBI. “ 

Reviews are presented in the Community Room of 
Wadsworth Library, 24 Center Street, Geneseo on the 
lower level.  The programs begin at 12 noon, preceded 
by a bring-your-own brown bag lunch at 11:30 am.  
Parking is available at the Central Presbyterian and 
Christ Community Churches. Parking Permits for your 
dashboard are available at the Library.  
Wadsworth Library has an elevator, as 
well as an accessible entrance to the 
Community Room on Second Street. 
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Members of the Board of Trustees have compiled a 
list of our members whose volunteer efforts have been 
enhancing the work which we do in, and for, our 
church. 

Gerry Weaver, Doug Harke, and KC Bailey are being 
lauded for their work in seIng up our new security 
camera system, and the professional guidance in the 
research, selec on, and purchase of this 12-camera 
system. 

These cameras are strategically located throughout 
the interior of our church hallway and sanctuary, as 
well as on the exterior of our building.  The monitoring 
system is locked inside our Sound Room, with access 
also available for Kathy’s office area. 

This system brings greater security to our facility 
and will likely reduce our building’s insurance 
requirements too.  Ini ally, this system was es mated 
to cost in the neighborhood of $2,200.00, but our final 
bill came in around $1,500.00. 

Recently, a box elder tree and an apple tree were 
removed by Gerry Weaver and his son-in-law, ma7 
Gallo.  Gerry also replaced a dysfunc onal emergency 
light, which became “no ced” when the church was 
part of a recent Friday a;ernoon power outage! 

Charlie Becker con nues to monitor our labyrinth 
by removing weeds and straightening out the stone 
borders. 

Dave and Peggy Linton have added decora ve mum 
plants in the urns located outside of our southern 
entryway, in celebra on of autumn’s return. 

Our flower beds, near the Parnell Pavilion, have 
been “tended to” by a group of commi7ed gardeners 
who have diligently worked to keep these areas weed-
free.  Led by Paula Meierdiercks, this list includes Jane 
Garre7, Sue Arney, Ester and ScoIe McCoy. 

Our expansive lawn areas have had a cadre of 
mowers, all organized under the tutelage of Chad 
Putnam, and placed on a 5-team rota ng schedule.  The 
guys who’ve been an integral part of this weekly 
endeavor include, in addi on to Chad, Paul Schmied, 

Bill Guthrie, Jim Feuerstein, Arlie Benne7 III, Ben 
Specht, and Pastor Ma7hew Finch. 

Chad would like to extend an 
invita on to any and all 

(including women!) who might like to be a part of the 
2019 summer lawn mowing crew.  He’s very happy to 
begin such a list for those of you who might feel so 
inclined.  You may contact Chad at 243-0141 

Tim Kreu7er con nues in his role of “maintenance” 
for this piece of equipment for us, both at the 
beginning and the end of the mowing season. 

For all of the above-named “angels,” and for 
anyone who has been inadvertently “missed,” please 
know that your church family appreciates all that you 
do to help to keep our property in  p-top shape!  Thank 
you to each and every one of you. 

Our Trustees (and Friends) Have Been Busy Bees!! 

World Communion Sunday is one 
of six churchwide Special Sundays 
with offerings of The United 
Methodist Church. World 
Communica on Sunday calls the 
church to reach out to all people 
and model diversity among God’s 

children. The special offering provides World 
Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship 
Program and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program. 

Around the globe, countless gi;ed and qualified 
people face financial obstacles that hinder them from 
preparing for the voca on God has given them, 
especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students 
who will be the first genera on in their families to 
a7end college, or for those people of color who haven’t 
historically had access to resources that make higher 
educa on possible, the road toward educa on has 
o;en been unwieldy. 

On World Communion Sunday your giving helps to 
provide scholarships for na onal and 
interna onal graduate students whom God has gi;ed 
to learn and to serve. 

Will you equip gi;ed and qualified students from 
around the globe to become the world-changers God 
created them to be?  Look for special offering 
envelopes in the Sunday morning bulle n on October 
7th, or mail your offering to the church (4520 Genesee 
Street, Geneseo, NY  14454). 
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4520 Genesee Street 
 Geneseo, NY  14454-1058 

(585) 243-3160 
(585) 615-2975  

Office@GeneseoMethodist.org 
www.GeneseoMethodist.org  

Ministers:  Rev. Dr. Keith Griswold 
 Pastor Matthew Finch 
 and the Congregation 

Wesley Campus Minister: Matthew Finch 
(585) 694-0396 

matthew1finch@yahoo.com  
Communications:  Kathy Rosier 

Serving This Month  
Shirley Livingston 

5431 Maple Beach Road 
Geneseo, NY 14454 

Norrie Mann 
Liv. Co. Center for Nursing & Rehab 
11 Murray Hill Drive 
Mt. Morris, NY 14510 

Arlene Parry 
St Ann's Home Rm 641 
1500 Portland Ave 
Rochester, NY 14621  

Tom & Dorothy Passamonte 
2270 Perry Road 
Mt. Morris, NY  14510 

Carrie Ringland 
Liv. Co. Center for Nursing & Rehab 
11 Murray Hill Drive 
Mt. Morris, NY  14510 

Dorothy Schirmer 
Flemming Point Assisted Living 
720 La7a Road 
Rochester, NY  14612 

Evelyn Young 
5605 Megan Drive 
Geneseo, NY 14454 
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USHERS 
October 7th 

8:30 - Warren & Marty Linsner 
10:30 - Fred Parker & Dawn Drechsler 

October 14th 
8:30 - Dolly Newcome & Kay Sheffield 
10:30 - Dave Linton & Doug Johnson 

October 21st 
8:30 - Ken & Julia Hathaway 
10:30 - Tom & Joan Pope 

October 28th 
8:30 - The French Family 
10:30 - Paul Rainer & Paul Johnson 
 

LECTORS 
October 7th 

8:30 - Sarah Hammond 
10:30 - Anita Youtzy 

October 14th 
8:30 - Lorenzo Rodriquez 
10:30 - Tom Porter 

October 21st 
8:30 - Karen Bailey 
10:30 - Marsha Merrick 

October 28th 
8:30 - Lucille Kane 
10:30 - Nancy Meyer 

To Risk 
To laugh is to risk appearing the fool 
To weep is to risk appearing sen mental 
To reach out for another is to risk involvement 
To expose feelings is to risk exposing your true self 
To place your ideas, your dreams before the crowd 

is to risk their loss 
To love is to risk not being loved in return 
To live is to risk dying 
To hope is to risk despair 
To try is to risk failure 

But risks must be taken because the greatest 
hazard in life is to risk nothing. The person who risks 
nothing, does nothing, has nothing and is nothing. They 
may avoid suffering and sorrow, but they cannot learn, 
feel, change, grow, love, live. Chained by their 
cer tudes, they are a slave, they have forfeited their 
freedom. Only a person who risks is free. 

-- Leo Buscalia 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri., 10:30 - 4:30 pm 
Pastor Keith’s and Pastor Matt’s  hours are flexible. 
Please call ahead to make sure they’ll be in the office. 

You may reach us by: 
phone at 243-3160 
Pastor Keith's cell at (585) 615-2975 
Pastor Matt’s cell at  (585) 694-0396 
email at Office@GeneseoMethodist.org 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
8:00 AM Room 6B is open for a 

quiet time of prayer. 
8:308:308:308:30    AMAMAMAM    NonNonNonNon----Traditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional Worship    
9:00 AM Youth Sunday School 
9:30 AM Fellowship Time 
 Adult Sunday School 
 Blood Pressure Checks 
9:35 AM Children’s Sunday School 
10:3010:3010:3010:30    AMAMAMAM    Traditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional WorshipTraditional Worship    
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Soup Supper and Family 
 Wellness Series 

October 17th  - 6:00 pm 

Join us at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, 
October 17th for a buzzing good  me at 
our Soup Supper and Family Wellness 
Series.  Enjoy a bowl of delicious 
homemade soup, a selec on of fine 
breads, salad, and delectable desserts. 

Following dinner, sit back, relax, and 
learn all about bees, with our featured 
speaker, Joanne Crossman of Caledonia.  
A li7le bird bee told me that there may 
even be honey for sale! 

Beginning with God 
Coming this October, Pastor Keith will be offering a 

small group study using the book: “Beginning with God – A 

Basic Introduc�on to the Chris�an Faith,” by James Sire.  
This will be a study of the founda onal beliefs of 
Chris anity. The book is wri7en with both believers and 
non-believers in mind, it is a simple and short overview of 
crea on, fall, redemp on, 
new life in Christ, life in the 
church; all from a Biblical 
perspec ve.  

If you have ever 
wondered what are the core 
beliefs of the Chris an faith, 
or perhaps you have a friend 
who wants to know, this will 
be an opportunity to seek 
and know. It will be a 6 
session study that will meet 
on Monday night star ng 
October 1. Sign up on the 
sheet found on the table 
outside the sanctuary 


